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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 231699 

FROM THE SECRETARY FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, EG 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR HELMY AND THE ARAB INFORMATION 
OFFICE 

REFERENCE: CAIRO 9142 

1 . REQUEST YOU TELL FAHMY THAT ON BASIS HIS REPRESENTATION 
TO YOU I HAVE REVIEWED THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SUIT AGAINST 
AMBASSADOR HELMY AND THE ARAB INFORMATION OFFICE IN NEW 
YORK. JUSTICE SUIT WILL BE DROPPED IF HELMY ACCORDED 
DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES ANDIMMUNITIES . I CONCUR IN 
PRINCIPLE THAT HELMY AS HEAD OF ARAB LEAGUE PERMANENT 
OBSERVOR'S OFFICE AND EMPLOYEES OF LEAGUE OFFICE IN NEW 
YORK SHOULD BE ACCORDED SAME PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES THEY 
WOULD HOLD IF THEY WERE MEMBERS OF THEIR NATIONAL DF.T.EGA- 
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FOR HF.T.MY AND OTHER ARAB LEAGUE OFFICERS WILL ENTAIL AMEND- 
MENTS TO RELEVANT U.S. LEGISLATION AND EXECUTIVE ORDER. I 
HAVE INSTRUCTED STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS TO SEEK THE 
NECESSARY AMENDMENTS, BUT AS THE PROCESS MAY TAKE SOME TIME 
I HAVE ALSO INSTRUCTED THEM TO GRANT IMMEDIATELY TO HF.T.MY 
INTERIM DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES. WE EXPECT, 

AS A RESULT, THAT THE CIVIL SUIT BY IUSTICE AGAINST HF.T.MY 
AND THE ARAB INFORMATION OFFICE WILL BE DROPPED. 

2. TO AVOID POSSIBLE FUTURE PROBLEMS. I AM REQUESTING 

ROY ATHERTON TO DISCUSS WITH ARAB LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVES 
HERE NEED FOR ARAB INFORMATION OFFICE TO ABIDE BY PRO- 
VISIONS OF PERTINENT U.S. LAWS. 

3. EXTEND TO FAHMY MY WARM REGARDS AND TELL HIM I LOOK 
FORWARD TO SEEING HIM SOON. ROBINSON 
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